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ABSTRACT

The people in remote areas in most countries and the
disadvantaged groups remain inaccessible to basic
telecommunication services. The digital divide is
still widening instead of being narrowed down on the
global scale. In an increasingly networked society, it
is of great significance to bridge the digital divide
and promote the development of the information
society. Making greater efforts in development is a
basic measure to bridge the digital divide. The
Chinese government has been invariably giving top
priorities to the development of telecommunication
infrastructure in rural and remote areas. The con-
stant development and innovation of ICT have
greatly enhanced social productivity, dramatically
lowered the price of communication products and
services, satisfied the information and communica-
tion needs of low income groups, and injected new
thinking and means into the international commu-
nity to meet the challenge of digital divide. Interna-

tional cooperation plays an important role. Devel-
oped countries are duty-bound to offer assistance
and support to developing countries in terms of
finance, technology and human resources in their
efforts to develop the infrastructure.
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I. A GLOBAL CHALLANGE

World leaders gathered in Geneva in 2003 and in
Tunis in 2005 to provide political backing for a road
map aimed at developing and utilizing information
and communication technologies (ICT) in the ser-
vice of humanity. It is stated in the Declaration of
Principles-Building the Information Society: a glo-
bal challenge in the new Millennium that "We are
also fully aware that the benefits of the information
technology revolution are today unevenly distrib-
uted between the developed and developing coun-

tries and within societies. We are fully committed to
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turning this digital divide into a digital opportunity
for all, particularly for those who risk being left
behind and being further marginalized." In an in-
creasingly networked society, it is of great signifi-
cance to bridge the digital divide and promote the
development of the information society.

I1. AKEY ELEMENT

Bridging digital divide is a key element in build-
ing the information society. In the present-day
world, the ICT industry has become a major driv-
ing force for promoting the economic growth and
social progress of all countries. While improving
the living quality of the people, the ICT has also
brought about profound changes to the means of
production and the ways of living. However, we
must be aware that amidst the rapid expansion of
the information and communication network, the
unbalanced development of ICTs remains acute
between developing and developed countries and
between regions at different levels of economic
development. The people and the vulnerable groups
in remote areas in most countries still do not have
access to basic telecommunication services. The
digital divide is still widening instead of being
narrowed down on the global scale.

To build the information society, the global ICT
industry must develop in a coordinated manner and
the achievements brought about by the development
of modern ICT should benefit every country and
every citizen. To bridge the digital divide, we must
put people first. Otherwise the information society is

not all-inclusive.

I11. BASIC MEASURE

Intensifying development efforts is the basic mea-
sure to bridge the digital divide. The all-round
development of the society is the essential driving
force behind the continuous growth of the ICTs. If
the issue of development is not addressed, nothing

can be discussed.

Since the reform and opening up, the Chinese
government has been paying great attention to the
issue of development. We have adopted effective
measures to accelerate the construction of infrastruc-
ture including communication networks, creating
essential conditions for the economic development;
meanwhile, the sustained and rapid economic growth
and the constant improvement of people's living
standards bring up new and higher requirements for
the development of ICTs. At present China has built
up a national information and communication net-
work covering the whole country and linking the
whole world with advanced technologies and diver-
sified services. The total number of mobile and fixed-
line subscribers reached 750 million and the total
number of Internet users amounted to 110 million,
ranking No. 1 and No. 2 respectively in the world.
The ICT industry has developed into the leading,
pillar and fundamental industry in China's economy.

The Chinese government has been always giving
top priority to the development of telecommunica-
tion infrastructure in rural and remote areas. The
government aims at promoting the coordinated de-
velopment between urban and rural areas and be-
tween different regions, and ensuring the equal ac-
cess to the information and communication services
by people in different regions and of different ethnic
groups. In recent years, we have organized telecom-
munication operators to work on the "Cuncuntong
Project", or providing telecommunications services
for all villages. By the end of 2005, telephone access
has reached 52,000 administrative villages, account-
ing for 97.1% of the total. The penetration rates of the
telephone and the Internet are ever increasing and
more and more people start to enjoy the convenience
brought about by information and communication

technologies, services and application.

IV. DISSEMINATION AND
APPLICATION

We should pay attention to the dissemination and
application of new technologies and services in
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order to bridge the digital divide. The continuous
development and innovation of information and
communication technologies and services has pro-
vided us with unprecedented facilitation and
convenience, greatly enhanced social productivities,
dramatically lowered the price of communication
products and services, satisfied the information
and communication needs of low income groups,
and injected new thinking and means into the
international community to meet the challenge of
digital divide.

The Chinese government prioritized the devel-
opment of new technologies and services. We
pointed out that the telecommunication operation
sector should position itself in a greater context of
the information service industry and gradually
transform the development models. Proceeding
from a technology-driven and market-oriented
approach, the telecommunication operation in-
dustry should take practical measures to promote
the development of NGN and 3G mobile
communication, expand new business areas, cul-
tivate new growth points, and promote the coordi-
nated development of the economy and society
through ICT application so that the ICTs can bring
more benefits to the ordinary people.

V. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

It is necessary to strengthen international coop-
eration to bridge the digital divide, which is a
common problem for the international
community. We believe that developing nations
should depend upon their own efforts and ex-
plore development paths suited for their own
national conditions. Developed countries are
duty-bound to provide assistance and support for
developing countries in terms of finance, tech-
nology and human resources in their efforts to
develop the infrastructure, to lead and encourage
the private sector to participate in this process.

International organizations should assume im-

portant roles and seek practical and feasible chan-
nels and means to promote common develop-
ment through the consolidated cooperation among
member states and the strengthened coordination
with other international organizations. The Chi-
nese government wishes to strengthen the equal,
friendly and mutually beneficial cooperation with
all countries and make due contributions to bridg-

ing the digital divide.
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