I’m honored to write this welcoming message in my
position as President and on behalf of the IEEE
Communications Society. Without question, this is
an auspicious event - the inaugural issue of China
Communications Magazine. There are many reasons
to take special note of this occasion, not the least of
which is the prominent role that China plays in the
research, development and realization of
communications technology and associated service
deployments. I’m certain that this new magazine
will become an important conduit for the
dissemination of timely information, with an
influence that extends beyond national borders to
effect the advancement of technology throughout the
world.

I am reminded of the time, over ten years ago,
that | first served as Editor-in-Chief of IEEE
Communications Magazine. | felt humbled and
privileged to take reign of a highly regarded
publication, and I’m confident that your magazine
will achieve a similar stature. Without doubt, your
editorial staff will feel challenged from time to time,
as | was, but | am confident of their and your success.
The China Institute of Communications (CIC) serves
an obviously important constituency!

The IEEE Communications Society and China
Institute of Communications have a long-term and
cordial relationship. We (actually our President at
the time, Dr. Maurizio Decina) first signed a Sister
Society agreement with CIC in 1995. Two years later,
Professor William Tranter and | facilitated a journals
and magazine relationship. In 1998, President
Thomas Plevyak renewed our contract with President
Zhiyuan Song and Dr. Zhen Yin Deng. Our mutual
main and side agreements were renewed by President
Celia Desmond and Professor Cai Liu in 2002.
Interspersed with these formal agreements have been
several trips by others, including Dr. Steven
Weinstein, 1996 - 1997 IEEE Communications
Society President. We are also pleased with the long-
term support of Mr. Wang, Minister of Information
Industry Ministry, China.

While it is pleasant to reflect on these historical
interludes, more important is the future and potential
that this publication brings. | hope that the magazine
flourishes and want you to know that the IEEE
Communications Society is committed to an on-
going and fulfilling relationship into the future.
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Curtis Siller’s career spans over 35 years, during
which he has been engaged in most aspects of
communications network research. Prior to
establishing his own consulting practice -
Enginnovation LLC, he spent three years as Chief
Technology Officer with Cetacean Networks and,
before that, over 30 as a Distinguished Staff Member
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at Bell Laboratories. At Cetacean, he contributed
to and managed a research department responsible
for investigating novel approaches to packet routing
and switching. At Lucent Technologies - Bell
Laboratories, his career included: radio research for
terrestrial and satellite networks; digital signal
processing; communication theory; SONET/SDH
product conception and management; design of
TDM, ATM, and IP converged network architectures;
and cable-network protocol development. He also
worked extensively in the development of IEEE 802,
ATM Forum and IETF standards. Siller was named
a Bell Labs Fellow in 1989 and an IEEE Fellow in
1991, earned an AT&T Engineering Excellence
Award in 1996, and received a Bell Labs Advanced
Technologies Excellence Award in 1999.

Dr. Siller is President of the IEEE
Communications Society. He was previously
recognized with an IEEE Meritorious Service Award
in 1997, an IEEE Third Millennium Medal in 2000,
and an IEEE Exemplary Service Award in 2002.
Siller has twice fulfilled Director and Vice
Presidential terms in the Society, was previous
Editor-in-Chief of IEEE Communications Magazine,
and served on three other editorial boards. He has:
authored over 60 refereed papers; been awarded
eight patents; co-edited books on optical networks
and broadband access, as well as contributing to
other reference texts; and has given extensive
presentations throughout the world. Siller holds a
B.S.E.E., M.S. and Ph.D. from the University of
Tennessee, with graduate specializations in plasma
physics and electromagnetic theory. He is a member
of Phi Eta Sigma, Eta Kappa Nu, Phi Kappa Phi,
Tau Beta Pi and Sigma Xi honorary societies.
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